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Young Scholar’s Academy Charter School Handbook 

 

Young Scholar’s Academy (YSA) is a year-round public, charter school* dedicated 

to the education of your child. We strive to provide the best educational advantages for 

your child and to nurture his/her self-esteem. YSA is a back-to-the-basics school, 

emphasizing academic learning. Academic learning includes reading, language arts, 

mathematics, and science. Here at Young Scholar’s Academy, staff and parents pledge 

to work together to help children achieve their academic potential. YSA is both a choice 

and a privilege; we are strictly a “first come, first served” educational agency and we 

abide by the rules and regulations of the Arizona State Board for Charter Schools and 

the Arizona Department of Education. We expect that all parents and students will 

respect and honor the policies and procedures that have been instrumental in our 

record of successfully preparing students to become models of academic and personal 

integrity. 

 Young Scholar’s Academy is the realization of the dream of our founder and 

director, Tonnie Smith; the desire to provide children with a quality educational 

experience has been the focus of her passion since YSA opened in 1994. A native to the 

area, Mrs. Smith attended Mohave Valley Elementary, Mohave Valley Junior High, and is 

a graduate of Mohave High School. Earning an academic scholarship from MHS, Mrs. 

Smith obtained a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Elementary Education at Arizona State 

University and later followed with a Master of Arts Degree through Northern Arizona 

University.  Committed to strong academics and a belief in the importance of athletics 

in a well-rounded learning experience, Mrs. Smith has devoted decades of her life to 

volunteering in extra-curricular youth sports and absolutely loves the D-Backs! In 

addition, she is active in her church and enjoys the pleasures of being a grandparent.  

 Our campus is situated on approximately five acres and includes a state-of-the-

art gymnasium, media center, art room, and twenty-two classrooms. We offer a teacher 

to student ratio of 1:12, which ensures individual attention for each child. Working as a 

team, we will help your child to feel challenged, successful, and to achieve an enjoyable 

learning experience.  

 

*Young Scholar’s Academy Charter School currently accepts children who are eligible to 

enter kindergarten through the eighth grade. YSA also has a private pre-school 

program, (designed for those children who have turned the age of four) which serves to 

prepare children to enter into the YSA kindergarten when they become eligible. 
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Attendance 

 All children should be in school when school is in session. However, children do 

become ill or will have other valid absences. If a student is absent for school for any 

reason, a note or phone call is required from a parent or guardian explaining the reason 

for the absence. There are two types of absences: excused and unexcused. 

 Excused absence: illness, doctor/dentist appointment, family emergency, and out 

of town 

 Unexcused absence: not included in the above definition 

 

Tardiness 

 Promptness to class is very important and offers the opportunity to teach your 

child the value of education and the value of others’ time. If your child is late to school, 

they will be sent directly to the office to obtain a pass to class. Excluding illnesses, 

doctor/dentist appointments, or family emergencies, only three tardy passes will be 

permitted without consequences each grading term.  Please have your child to 

school on time.                                                          

Early Dismissal 

 With the exception of a doctor/dentist appointment, family emergency, or illness, 

students will not be permitted to leave school early. Leaving the classroom early is 

an extreme disruption to the teacher and to your child’s classroom routine. 

In addition, students need to be responsible for the collection of their 

homework and this will not be permitted without an excused dismissal for 

the reasons mentioned previously. Excluding illness, doctor/dentist appointments, 

or family emergencies, only three early dismissals per grading term will be allowed.  

                     

Medications 

 All medications, including cough drops, must be checked into the office by a 

parent. Absolutely no medication will be administered without a completed 

Medication Permission form. Only parents or guardians will be permitted to carry 

medication onto the school grounds. No exceptions.     
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Illness 

Please do not bring your child to school if any of the following are present: 

 Fever of 100.0 degrees or higher; children must be fever-free for 24 hours 

(without the aid of Tylenol, Ibuprofen, etc.) before returning to school 

 Severe coughing (even if no fever is present) 

 Unexplained rashes 

 Head lice 

 Sore throat with accompanying white pustules in the throat 

 Vomiting within the previous 12 hours 

 Diarrhea (three or more episodes) 

Any children absent from school for illness must present a note excusing their absence. 

           

*These guidelines are adopted from the Arizona Department of Health Services. 

 

Special Occasions 

 Please contact your child’s teacher prior to sending in cupcakes or other edible 

treats. Many of our teachers have implemented specific days in which to celebrate 

birthdays, holidays, or themed events. Under no circumstances will flowers, 

balloons, stuffed animals, or party gifts be delivered to your child’s 

classroom. Please save these items for outside of school.  

 

Campus Hours 

Kindergarten   9:00 – 3:15 p.m. 

First – Sixth   9:00 – 3:15 p.m. 

Seventh – Eighth  8:30 – 3:15 p.m. 

 

 YSA does not open until 8:00 a.m. and under no circumstances should children 

arrive earlier than that time. We will have appropriate supervision in place immediately 

following the opening of the front gate. In addition, all students must be picked-up from 

school by 3:30 p.m., unless they are enrolled in the after-school program. 
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Young Scholar’s Academy After-School Program 

 Charter school children are eligible to attend the after-school program for a 

weekly fee. This program begins at 3:15 p.m. and ends at 6:00 p.m., Monday through 

Friday. Any child still present in the program after 6:00 p.m. will be charged an 

additional $1.00 per minute and any child left without prior arrangements will be 

referred to the Mohave County Sheriff’s Office. Please be aware that the fee for this 

program is weekly and must be paid by electronic funds transmission (EFT); cash and 

checks will not be accepted.* Each participant must be properly enrolled in the program 

by submitting the required emergency and payment forms prior to attendance in the 

program. 

*Please be aware that any unpaid after-school and/or pre-school fees will jeopardize 

your child’s privilege of attending any extracurricular or field trip activities. 

 

Getting To and From School 

 YSA does not provide student transportation to or from school. It is the 

responsibility of the parent or guardian to transport the student to and from school at 

the appropriate times. 

Drop-Off Areas: 

 All students must enter the campus through the office, the front gate, or the 

gymnasium. YSA staff members will be there to monitor those areas. 

Pick-up Areas: 

 There are three dismissal areas for students: the front gate, the North gate, and 

the East gate. 

 Front gate exit is for students K-1st and their siblings 

 North gate exit is on Kathy Drive South and is for 2nd-5th grade 

 East gate exit is at the top of Kathy Drive South and is for students 6th-8th grade 

 Pre-School students must be picked up in their classroom 

 Any student walking home must have written permission on file and 

will be required to exit via the front gate. 

 

No student is allowed to exit through the gym or by the side fence on 

Valencia. If any child is attempting to leave campus by either of these means, 
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they jeopardize the safety of all students and they will be referred to the 

office for disciplinary action. It is imperative that we maintain safety for all 

students. YSA staff members will monitor the authorized exit areas. 

 

Personal Property 

 Cell phones are not allowed on campus and must be checked into the office upon 

arrival at school and may be picked-up at the conclusion of the school day.  If cell 

phones are found to be on campus, they will be confiscated and may only be retrieved 

by the parent. For our student’s safety, there will be no expectation of privacy (ex: all 

text messages and other media sent or received during school will be examined by 

school staff and appropriate action will be taken). 

 Students are discouraged from bringing personal property to school. Items are 

brought AT THE STUDENT’S AND PARENT’S OWN RISK. It is the student’s responsibility 

to ensure their belongings remain safe and secure. YSA staff will NOT be responsible for 

any personal belongings brought onto the school campus.  This is not limited to 

electronics but extends to hats, sports equipment, and other personal items. 

 No toy or real weapons are allowed on campus at any time. This includes, but is 

not limited to: knives, pocketknives, swords, guns, action figures with weapons, 

fireworks, etc. A child may face suspension or expulsion if these items are brought onto 

the school campus. 

 

Uniforms 

 All students at Young Scholar’s Academy are required to wear the YSA uniform. 

School uniforms help to unite our children as a family and allow children to consider 

each other as equals, which can help to break social barriers that relate to financial 

status or other affiliations. The complete school uniform for YSA must be 

purchased in the school office, unless otherwise specified below.  All payments 

for uniforms must be in the form of Debit/Credit card or Check; no CASH is accepted. 

Boys: 

 Khaki shorts/pants 

 Green YSA polo shirt (will be tucked in at all times) 

 Black shoes 
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 Solid white, hunter green, gold, or black undershirt or turtleneck (optional, 

purchased elsewhere) 

 Black, white, or tan socks (purchased elsewhere) 

 YSA sweatshirt (this is the ONLY outerwear allowed and must be 

purchased at Silly Cactus) 

Girls: 

 Khaki skorts, shorts, or pants 

 Green YSA polo shirt (will be tucked in at all times) 

 Black and white saddle shoes or black shoes (depending upon size) 

 Hunter green, tan, black, or white socks or white or black tights (purchased 

elsewhere and must be plain without decoration) 

 Solid white, hunter green, gold, or black undershirt or turtleneck (optional, 

purchased elsewhere) 

 YSA sweatshirt (this is the ONLY outerwear allowed and must be 

purchased at Silly Cactus) 

 

Uniform Price List 

 
Shirts:  Youth  (small - xl)     $10.00  Adult  (small – xxl)       $15.00 

Shorts/Pants    (regular)         13.00  Husky/Adult                   15.00 

Skorts         13.00   

Shoes         35.00 – 45.00 

 

NO CASH WILL BE ACCEPTED 

 

Students are allowed one earring in each ear (stud only), one necklace, one 

bracelet, etc. No other body piercing will be allowed at any time. Female 

students in the 5th-8th grades may wear light make-up only. Hair colors must 

appear natural and in good taste. Any hair color that causes a disruption will not 

be allowed and the student will be sent home and not allowed to return to class 

without the Director’s approval. Only hair 2” or less may be spiked. No Mohawks, 

reverse Mohawks, or Liberty Spikes will be allowed. Any hairstyle that causes a 

disruption will not be allowed. 
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Student Conduct 

The conduct policy at Young Scholar’s Academy involves a progressive 

disciplinary method. All students are required to follow YSA policy and student 

infractions are judged on an individual, progressive basis. Discipline techniques which 

may be utilized may include timeout, work duty, written report to the parent (by 

student and/or teacher), removal of the student to the school office, loss of privileges 

(recess, parties, assemblies, crafts, etc.), phone call to the parent, student-Principal 

conference, suspension, or expulsion. This list is not all-inclusive and other strategies 

may be utilized, as well. Out-of-School-Suspension will result in the loss of all field 

trips. 

Some offenses, depending upon their severity, may result in the immediate 

suspension and eventually, possible expulsion of the student. Possession of a weapon 

on campus, possession of another person’s prescription drugs on campus (unless 

previously authorized), or possession of illegal drugs on campus will result in immediate 

suspension of the student, a police referral, and a referral to the School Governing 

Board for possible expulsion of the student. 

All students shall adhere to and have the responsibility to: 

 Complete and turn-in all assigned work 

 Wear appropriate school uniforms (must be neat and clean) 

 Respect and follow school and classroom rules 

 Respect school and personal property 

 Respect personnel 

 Respect all others and their property 

Infractions: 

 Crimes to persons or property 

 Disruptive behavior or insubordinate behavior 

 Profanity or abusive language 

 Fighting, threatening violence, or offensive touching 

 Lying or cheating 

 Possess of a weapon or drug or other inappropriate materials 

 Failure to follow health and safety rules 

 Unauthorized leave from campus 

 Dress code violation 
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Many different discipline techniques will be utilized, depending on the child, the 

offense, and the number of previous incidents. Out-of-School Suspension may be 

used.  YSA may require access to student social networking accounts or cell phones if 

there is a reasonable belief that an account has evidence of a school rule or policy 

violation.  YSA will not notify the parent prior to accessing the account, however, YSA 

will notify the parent if any disciplinary action is taken because of the information 

discovered on the social networking accounts or cell phone. 

  

Curriculum 

Young Scholar’s Academy emphasizes the basic elements of reading, language arts, 

and mathematics as follows: 

 Each child will receive Phonics instruction to build reading skills. 

 Reading comprehension is achieved through the use of the Harcourt reading 

series. 

 Mathematics includes problem solving and mastery of basic facts, utilizing the 

Sadlier-Oxford series. 

 Classroom computers and a computer lab are also utilized to enhance learning. 

Students will receive an individual curriculum based on their ability, regardless of 

their grade level. 

 

Media Center 

Library: 

 It is a privilege to borrow books from the school library.  It is your child’s 

responsibility to take care of any books that are checked out.  A book may 

be checked out for one week and then returned to their teacher.  Books 

must be paid for if damaged or not returned.  Upon entering the library, 

students will use quiet voices and respect others while they are working. 

Computer Lab: 

 The internet is available in the Technology Lab.  Filters have been 

installed to protect the children from unwanted or inappropriate materials.  

However, not all inappropriate content can be eliminated and it is vital 

that you discuss with your child what is or is not appropriate.  All materials 
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in the Tech Lab, including computers, books, furniture, and any other 

equipment, should be treated properly.  Any damage to these materials 

will require replacement by whoever does the damage.  Any student 

found using the computers inappropriately is subject to disciplinary action.   

Lunch Room 

Ordering Lunches: 

 Students may order a lunch provided by Scooters Family Fun Center for a 

cost of $3.00.  It is the responsibility of the student to order their lunch in 

the gymnasium by 9:00 a.m. 

 Condiments and utensils are provided only for those students who order 

from the deli. 

 Students may bring in a check (payable to Scooters) in advance and a 

lunch account will be created and your student will be notified when they 

need to bring additional money.  Students may not charge lunches. 

Bringing Lunches from Home: 

 Please provide your child with a healthy lunch.  We have microwaves and 

refrigerators available for their use.  Please do not send soda or Ramen noodles 

due to the potential for scalding. 

 Please remember to send utensils. 

Microwaves: 

 Students will be taught the proper usage of the microwaves.  Please do not send 

items that take longer than 30 seconds to heat.  Any parent not wishing their 

child to use the microwave must notify the office in writing.   

Refrigerators: 

 Refrigerators are located in the gymnasium for students who bring their lunch.  

Students are required to use the appropriate refrigerator as labeled on the doors.  

Please make certain to label all lunch pails and water bottles. 

Lunch Clean-Up: 

 It is the responsibility of the students to keep the lunch area clean.  Many 

teachers have clean-up helpers.  These students will wipe the tables and sweep 

the floor.  All students will throw their own trash away in the garbage bins. 
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Parent/Teacher Communication 

Teachers are usually available to accept phone calls one hour before class starts 

and thirty minutes after school ends.  The office staff is available during school hours to 

take messages for teachers and calls will be returned as soon as the teacher is able.  In 

addition, your child’s teacher will be reachable by email and our ParentVue program will 

have an ongoing record of your child’s grades and assignments.  Each parent will be 

given the log-in information with which to create their own account.  Communication is 

the key to a productive working relationship in regard to your child’s academic 

progress; please be sure to contact your child’s teacher with any questions or concerns. 

 

Parent/Teacher Conferences: 

A conference can be scheduled during the school year as needed by contacting 

your child’s teacher.  Oftentimes your child’s teacher may contact you to schedule a 

conference, please arrange a meeting within five days of the teacher’s request.   

 

Pointers for parents to encourage learning from home: 

 Set aside time every night to work with your child. 

 Talk to your child everyday about what they studied in school. 

 Speak positively of YSA and the staff; we are on the same team. 

 Become involved with PTA and other school activities and functions. 

 Give praise and encouragement liberally. 

 Provide a quiet place to complete homework and have supplies handy. 

 Make sure your child gets plenty of sleep. 

 Make sure your child eats a healthy breakfast every day. 

 Be sure your child attends school every day and arrives on time. 

 Help your child learn to get along with others. 

 Set realistic expectations. 
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Dear Parents: 

Thank you for selecting YSA as the school for your child.  By placing your child at 

YSA, you agree to abide by the school policies and regulations. 

To ensure that you and your child are familiar with the policies and procedures at 

YSA, please review the information contained within the Student/Parent Handbook 

together; after reviewing this booklet, please sign, tear-off, and return this form. 

Your signatures will confirm that the school policies and procedures have been 

read and discussed between you and your child.  If you have any questions, please 

contact the school office at 928-704-1100. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

Tonnie Smith, Director 

Young Scholar’s Academy 

 

 

Parent _______________________________          Date _________________ 

 

Parent _______________________________  Date _________________ 

 

Student_______________________________  Date _________________ 

 


